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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application is requested in view of the above 
amendments and the following remarks. Claims 5, 8-10, and 14 are hereby amended. Claim 7 is 
canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Claim 5 is amended to reflect the suggestions of the Examiner. Claim 5 is further 
amended editorially. Claims 8, 9, and 10 are amended to conform to the language of claim 5. 
Allowabte claim 8 is rewritten independently to include the subject matter of canceled claim 7. 
Claim 14 is amended to depend from claim 8. Claims 1 1-1 6 are amended editorially. 

The drawings were objected to for not showing every feature claimed. Applicants 
traverse this objection. Coil (L) with one or more intermediate taps (Tl, T2) is shown on Figure 
16 (also sec page 42, lines 9-10). Favorable reconsideration of the drawings is requested. 

Claim 5 was objected to. Applicants traverse this objection. Claim 5 is amended to 
reflect the suggestions of the Examiner. Favorable reconsideration of claim 5 is requested. 

Claims 5, 6, and 13 were rejected as being anticipated by Weil (US 3,745,443). 
Applicants traverse this rejection. Claim 5 requires that a first switch switches (on or off) a DC 
input voltage, based on an on-ofF control signal. Weil does not suggest a switch with a DC input 
voltage and a DC output voltage (DC to DC converter). Rather, Weil teaches a bridge rectifier 
(switch) that converts an AC input voltage (source 10) to a DC output voltage (AC to DC 
converter). Favorable reconsideration of claims 5, 6, and 13 is requested. 

Claims 7, 10, 14, and 16 were rejected as being unpatentable over Weil. Applicants 
traverse this rejection. Claim 7 is canceled. Applicants are not conceding the relevance of the 
rejection as applied to claim 7. As previously noted, Weil does not teach a first switch that 
switches a DC input. Further, Weil does not suggest that an on-off control signal that controls 
the first switch is a function of an output of the switching power supply unit (see, for example, 
Figure 1). Favorable reconsideration of claims 10, 14, and 16 is requested. 
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In view of the above, favorable reconsideration in the form of a notice of allowance is 
requested. Any questions regarding this communication can be directed to the undersigned 
attorney, Douglas P. Mueller, Reg. No. 30,300, at (612)371-5237. 



Respectfully submitted, 



23552 

patent trademark ofhce 



Dated: February 17, 2005 
DPM:mfe 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 332-530C 



By. 




; P. Mueller 
£g. No. 30,300 
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